2011-12 Mosby Heritage Area Association Classroom  Program Line-up:
1. “Mosby, Heritage, and You”—a classroom program for 4th graders.  This is our original program, designed for 4th graders taking Virginia Studies.   It never fails to amaze how effectively “The Gray Ghost” incites curiosity in kids!   John Singleton Mosby was considered a “guerilla fighter” by the invading Union forces, but as a “special forces” command by the Confederate army.  He is still studied by the U.S. Military today, in particular, by Army Rangers.   We put this famous story in context by discussing the Civil War in your county and in the neighborhood of your school.  We also talk about what kids can do to be “stewards” of your county’s history.  All stories are based on historic sites in the heritage area.

2.  “A Slavery Odyssey”—This program for 4th, 5th, 6th or 11th graders examines slavery and freedom as it played out in the Mosby Heritage Area’s Loudoun County from 1840-67, which allows us to examine how slavery operated in northern Virginia, to see cases of the Underground Railroad at work in the region, and to see examples of the impact locally on African-Americans of the Civil War and Emancipation when it came.    Using local Virginia historic sites to illustrate the ideas and stories of slavery and the Underground Railroad, this program can be followed up by students’ families using the scavenger hunt each student will receive.  Many of the sites used to illustrate A Slavery Odyssey can be visited in the Loudoun scavenger hunt, and each county’s scavenger hunt includes key African-American sites.  Like the Mosby program, it comes with activities for teachers to use after the presentation and extends history beyond the classroom.   This program lasts 90 minutes.  Two classes can be handled at a time.
3.  “Sometimes There Comes a Crack in Time . . .”—A John Brown’s Raid Sesquicentennial Program. Designed for mature 11th grade U.S. and Virginia History classes.    This gripping program looks at the electrifying 1859 case of John Brown, as he attempted to begin a massive run-off of slaves by seizing the federal armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry.  Looking at the experience of the slave, the situation of slavery opposition on the eve of the Civil War, at the experience of the often-young abolitionist raiders, and the terrifying impact of the failed raid on Northern Virginia, this program features music, photographs, discussion, and dramatic first-person story-telling at one of the Mosby Heritage Area’s most famous tales.  Lost in pursuit of SOLs and the threatening AP or IB American History Exam at the end of the year, students often lose site of the gripping reality of history.  This two-person program seeks to rectify this with high power engagement and provocation.  Students will receive relevant web sites for follow-up research as well as a guide to local historical sites that tell the story of John Brown and slavery before the Civil War.   As with all our programs, we try to get students to understand the value of saving historical sites and landscapes that help us tell the stories of our past.   An academically mature audience is recommended for this program, such as AP or IB. 

4. “Torn Apart by Civil War”—A Civil War Sesquicentennial Program—Versions have been designed for 4th, 6th, or 11th grades .   Through the experiences of local people, men and women, black and white, Union and Secessionist, we bring the Civil War experience of the Mosby Heritage Area alive.  The stories are riveting, and show just how difficult that time was for people here, so engulfed by the enormity of the Civil War.  All stories are based on local historic sites in the heritage area.   Program is lavishly illustrated with slides, accounts, student role play, reproductions, and stories.  Pupils get to hold framed photos of the people whose stories we tell.    Students receive a guide to the sites the stories came from with their county’s scavenger hunt—the hunt is in beautiful booklet format to use or save for the future.  The program puts emphasis on stories from 150 years ago--this year,  the fall of 1861 through the summer of 1862.  This will build your students’ curiosity for what’s out their classroom door this Civil War Sesquicentennial year!
