Directions:  Key Loudoun Mosby Sites in the Mosby Heritage Area
PLEASE NOTE:   Many of these sites are privately owned, and while viewable, are not open to the public.
1.  The shootout at the Pickett House in Leesburg, Friday, April 29, 1864.  Here Mosby’s Rangers stopping by Leesburg for a “libation” after a “corn raid” (search for horse fodder) were surprised by federal cavalry of the 2nd Massachusetts.  Johnny DeButts was gunned down as he ”drew” in the middle of North King Street, several others were killed or captured.   Ewell Atwell got away.  This story is still legendary in Leesburg. 
Directions:   Pickett’s Public House Hotel is now gone; it was next to the Loudoun County Court House on North King Street.  Part of the county courts complex now sits on the exact site.  For years after Pickett’s was demolished, the Leesburg Village Inn of 1894 sat on the site.  That was demolished in 1974 for county and courthouse offices.
2. The skirmish at Miskel’s Farm, Broad Run Farms, Wednesday, April 1, 1863.  Returning from a raid, the Rangers spent the night here, and were surprised in the snow-covered farmyard at dawn by the 1st Vermont Cavalry.

Nevertheless, Mosby’s 65 Rangers left the 150 attacking federals with 9 killed, 15 severely wounded, and 82 men captured, with all but 44 horses lost.  This “turning of the tables” added to the legend of Mosby.  The house still stands with a sign in front.  While in a subdivision a mile from the old turnpike (Rt. 7), the farmhouse yet has “feel.”
Directions:  -From Route 7 at the Route 7/Route 28 interchange some 9 miles east Leesburg, take Broad Run Drive (Route 808), a right off the westbound lanes of 7 next to the pond at Galilee Methodist Church (if coming from Leesburg, turn around at the Countryside light beyond).  Go 0.95 miles on Broad Run drive, until you come to the second stop sign; then bear right on to Dairy Lane.  Miskel’s Farmhouse—white with pillars and several additions—is the third house on the left on Dairy Lane, #20082.  A  private residence, there’s an interpretive sign out front.
3.  The ambush at Anker’s Shop, Sterling, Monday, February 22, 1864.  Here, 150 federal cavalry of the 2nd Massachusetts and 13th New York were ambushed by some 160 of Mosby’s Rangers.  They were returning to their armed camp at Vienna after having searched for Mosby’s men all the way to Rectortown in Fauquier County.  The Rangers hid in the pines on the east side of the turnpike across from Anker’s Shop.  The Union losses were 12 killed, including their commander, Capt. J. Sewell Reed, 25 wounded, and 70 captured, plus the loss of  70 horses.  Mosby’s men chased them literally into the Potomac.  Mosby lost one man killed and 5 wounded, including Prussian military observer Baron Robert von Massow, later the head of German Imperial Cavalry early in the First World War.

Directions:  Anker’s Shop has disappeared, but it stood on the site of the Northern Virginia Community College Loudoun Campus, 12 miles east of Leesburg on the north side of Route 7.  Mosby’s men hid in the pines across the street on the south side, still viewable  several hundred yards west of the Rt.  7/Sterling Boulevard intersection.

4.  Mount Zion Church skirmish site, Wednesday, July 6, 1864.   Federal cavalry searching Loudoun for Mosby’s Rangers did not know that the Rangers had followed them out of Leesburg on the morning of July 6th.  The 2nd Massachusetts and 13th New York stopped along the turnpike (Route 50) just west of Mount Zion Church in the late afternoon for coffee and to water the horses.  Mosby’s men, using back roads, went around and to the east of them, then attacked with cannon and cavalry west along the turnpike.  The federals formed line of battle but were smashed, and the melee fell back to Mount Zion Church.  The federals lost 13 killed, 37 wounded, and 55 captured.  The church where the heaviest of the fighting took place still stands with interpretive signs, and its graveyard has markers for the federal soldiers lost that day.  You can look in the windows of the historic 1851 church.
Directions:  Mount Zion Church stands along the south side of Route 50, one mile east of Gilbert’s Corner, where Routes 15 and 50 intersect twelve miles south of Leesburg. 
5.  Aldie Mill, site of “the Aldie Races,” Monday, March 2, 1863.   The 18th Pennsylvania Cavalry searched Middleburg early on the morning of March 2, 1863, lining the shivering citizens up and taking several boys and old men captive.  They returned past Aldie Mill, and raced off the turnpike when they encountered cavalry—the 1st Vermont!   Amused, the 1st Vermont stopped for a coffee break at Aldie Mill, just in time for an infuriated Mosby with 16 Rangers following to smash into them.  The Yankees, not knowing how many Rangers were involved, fled or jumped into the flour bins of the mill.  Mosby may have jumped off his unmanageable captured Union horse into Little River--a sight to see!   A muddy Mosby, the captured flour-covered federals, and the freed Middleburg captives all proceeded to Middleburg, much to the amusement and satisfaction of local citizens.  The mill has tours in season.
Directions:  Aldie Mill sits along Route 50 at Little River in the middle of Aldie, one mile west of Gilbert’s Corner. 
6.  Atoka—“Rector’s Crossroads”—home of Mosby’s Rangers.   A small crossroads village west of Middleburg,
this was the most common rendezvous point for a Mosby raid due to its blacksmith shop (where today there is a store with a deli) and springhouse.  Here in the parlor of the stone Rector House on June 10, 1863, Mosby’s detachment of Rangers became the 43rd Virginia Cavalry.   The house, open weekdays, is now Mosby Heritage Area headquarters.  

Directions:  Atoka is four miles west of Middleburg just off Route 50 a few feet to the south along Rt. 713.  

7.  Welbourne—a “ranger safe house.”    This classic Southern home of Colonel Richard Henry Dulany of the 
7th Virginia Cavalry is also a fine example of a Mosby safe house.   Ranger Johnny DeButts once was hidden in an upstairs bed when Union cavalry came, with three Dulany children on top of him pretending to be asleep.
Directions:  3.5 miles west of Middleburg on Rt. 50, turn right (north) onto Rt. 611, Saint Louis Road.  About one mile north, turn left on Welbourne Rd., Rt. 743.  Welbourne, now a bed & breakfast, is about one mile on the left.
8.  Greengarden, the Dolly Richards home.  Major Dolly Richards commanded one of the two battalions of Mosby’s Rangers by the end of the Civil War.  His home near Upperville was a safe house.  Here, on the frigid night of Saturday, February 18, 1865, federal cavalry surrounded the house and forced Richards and several other rangers to hide beneath a first floor closet’s floorboards.  Richards lost a new uniform, but led a brutal counterattack against the Union force at Mount Carmel Church in Clarke County, a mile east of Ashby’s Gap.  The home is a private residence.

Directions:   Greengarden is just outside the village of Upperville,8 miles west of Middleburg along Route 50.  Just
east of Upperville on Rt. 50,  take Rt. 719, Greengarden Road.  Greengarden is 0.7 miles on the left, with a long private driveway in.  A good view can be had of this private residence from the road, looking through the gateposts.
9. Ebenezer Churches, where the “Greenback Raid” greenbacks were divided up, Saturday, October 15, 1864. 
These two handsome Baptist churches sit side by side, a stone 1765 church on the left, a white Greek Revival church of 1855 on the right.  After the successful derailing of a B & O Railroad train west of Harpers Ferry the night before, returning Rangers gathered here by the churches to divide up $173,000 taken from a federal paymaster on the train.

Each Ranger got some $2100.  The churches are worth a look through the windows, and the graveyard is a classic.

Directions:  The Ebenezer Churches sit on the left (west) side of Rt. 719,  5.3  miles further up from Greengarden.
10.  The Potts Mill ruins near Hillsboro, evidence of the 1864 federal burning raid.  The week after Thanksgiving, 1864, 5000 Union cavalry under General Wesley Merritt were brought into the Loudoun Valley and Upper Fauquier to burn barns, outbuildings, crops, farm machinery, and processing mills to destroy forage for the hundreds of captured horses used by Mosby’s Rangers and destroy his civilian support.  The Potts Mill and the miller’s house behind were torched on Thursday, December 1, 1864, as were hundreds of other structures in Loudoun.  It is the most visible of the ruins left from that week of devastation.  For days, Loudoun smelled of smoke, yet most of Mosby’s men soldiered on. Directions:  Hillsboro is 10 miles west of Leesburg on Rt. 9, which diverges from Rt. 7 two miles west of town.  Go through Hillsboro, and at the west edge of the tiny town, take Rt. 719, Stony Point Road (on left).  A mile (with very fine views) out of Hillsboro—up and down a hill—you will see the stone ruins of the mill opposite Woodgrove Road.

11.  Loudoun Heights—a Mosby ambush gone bad—Sunday, January 10, 1864.   Mosby’s sneak attack on the federal encampment of Cole’s (Maryland) cavalry encamped at the village of Loudoun Heights fell apart when two wings of his attack accidentally attacked each other.  Sleeping Union cavalrymen hunkered down and let the Rebel horsemen shoot each other.  Mosby lost two fine officers here—Captain Billy Smith and Lieutenant Tom Turner.
Cole’s headquarters still stands along Rt. 825 just off the Harpers Ferry Road, and there is a state interpretive sign.

Directions:  Two miles west of Hillsboro on Rt. 9, turn right at the stoplight onto Harpers Ferry Road, Rt. 671. Go

7.5 miles to Butts’ Store on the left.  In the field behind, Cole’s Cavalry camped.  A state sign is on the left beyond.

12.  “Katy’s Hollow”—the Mosby ambush near Hamilton, Tuesday, March 21, 1865.    When some 1000 federal cavalry and infantry under Colonel Marcus Reno marched out of Harpers Ferry again burning barns, Mosby’s men prepared to ambush them.  A small detachment of Rangers shot at the expedition at Heaton’s Crossroads on the east end of Purcellville, did the same half way to Hamilton, and then repeated the movement at St. Paul Street in the middle of Hamilton.   Company G of the 12th Pennsylvania Cavalry gave chase up St. Paul Street, which becomes Sands Road, going on to Lincoln.  Mosby’s men, hiding in a railroad cut on the left of the road just above “Katy’s Hollow,” am-bushed them, doing heavy damage.  They pursued as far as Hamilton; two Rangers charging on were killed.  Lt. John Black, the badly wounded Union leader, was snatched up and nursed back to health by several local Quaker families.
Directions:  Take St. Paul Street, Rt. 709 from Rt. 7 Business in the middle of Hamilton.  Go 0.9 miles past the edge of Hamilton to Manassas Gap Ct. on the left.  The treeline on the left of Rt. 709  just ahead is where Mosby’s men hid.
