Finding Miskel’s Farm Today
What happened at Miskel’s Farm, April 1, 1863:
At Miskel’s Farm in today’s Broad Run Farms, just west of Countryside in eastern Loudoun County, one of John Singleton Mosby’s most stunning defeats of Union forces took place, early on the morning of April Fool’s Day 1863.   Mosby’s 65 Rangers had been out looking for a Union cavalry outpost the night before near the Loudoun-Fairfax line, without success.  They had bedded down exhausted at Miskel’s Farm, near Broad Run, about 2:00 a.m.  This was a farm a mile or so north off the turnpike up a farm lane.  The men bedded down in the fenced barnyard,  Mosby and a few key Rangers in the Miskel’s warm farmhouse kitchen.  Early in the morning, one of the Rangers  saw significant activity across the Potomac on a Union signal tower—signal flags wig-wagging.  Mosby was awakened, saw it out the back door, and just then, Dick Moran, a Ranger posted at a house out on the “Turnpike” (Route 7 today) came running up with cries of “Mount up, the Yankees are coming!”   The Rangers had little time; 150 Union horsemen of the 1st Vermont Cavalry were coming in the fenced lane that led to Miskel’s farm.  They had followed the tracks of Mosby’s men in the light snow on the ground.
Yet Mosby’s men overwhelmingly won the day.  They counterattacked the stunned Yankees with wicked effect, mostly using six-shot Colt .44 revolvers while the Yankees had charged with their sabers.  When done, the Yankees were chased nearly to Tyson’s Corner of today by Mosby’s men.  The 1st Vermont Cavalry lost 9 killed, 15 severely wounded and left behind, 82 captured, and lost as well 2/3 of their horses.  Only 44 Union cavalrymen returned to their camp at Vienna.  Meanwhile, Mosby’s Rangers lost 1 killed and 3 wounded of their 65 involved.

Today, only the house still stands, with additions.  The fenced lane, the fields around the house, the barn and barnyard, are all gone.  Still, seeing the house let’s us see where it happened, and how much the landscape has changed since 1863.  There is a sign telling what happened in front right by the road.  As you will expect, the fields by Miskel’s farm are now covered with houses, and have been since the late 1950s. 
Directions to Miskel’s Farm: 
-From Route 7 at the Route 7/Route 28 interchange just west of Countryside, take Broad Run Drive   (Route 808) on the right.  It is next to a pond and Galilee Methodist Church.
-Go 0.95 miles on Broad Run drive, until you come to the second stop sign.

-Bear right at the second stop sign on to Dairy Lane.

-Miskel’s Farmhouse—white with pillars and several additions—is the third house on the left on Dairy   Lane, #20082, at the near corner of Dairy and Bob White Lanes.  Look for the historical sign in front.
