The Top 10 Feats of . . . JOHN SINGLETON MOSBY!
10. Despite being a dashing raider, this brave Confederate cavalry officer never drank a drop of 

          alcohol during the Civil War.  He did drink a lot of coffee, which he loved—up to 16 cups a day!
9. He captured and destroyed a 200-wagon Union supply train with a few dozen of his men near Berryville in August, 1864.   This was one of many times Mosby attacked Union supply lines.

He was so successful at this and at sneaking up and attacking Union outposts in the dead of night that Union soldiers called him “the Gray Ghost”.  Some 14,000  Union troops were tied up protecting Washington and crucial  Union supply lines from Mosby.  They could have been used to fight General Lee.  Yet Mosby seldom had more than 100 men on a raid, and often as few as 10. 
8.   He shot a bully (George Turpin) who threatened to kill him when at the University of Virginia.   

        While in jail, he read enough about the law that soon after he passed the “bar exam” (the test         lawyers take).  The prosecutor at his murder trial helped him become a lawyer!    Mosby seems to         have said, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade!”    In the end, it was decided that Mosby 
        had acted in self-defense, and was pardoned by the Governor of Virginia.
7.   Even though he was one of the most famous Confederate heroes, he became very close friends  

       with the winning Union general, U.S. Grant.  He even became a Republican after the Civil War,  
       like Grant and Abraham Lincoln. Most defeated Confederates hated the Republicans.  Republican   

President Rutherford B. Hayes actually appointed Mosby as U.S. “consul” to Hong Kong in 1877.

6. In June of 1863 on a scouting mission near Aldie in Loudoun County, he found the Union’s biggest army marching north.   So to learn more, Mosby walked right through their line of march, single-handedly fought off four attacking Union soldiers (he captured them all), and still got back to Confederate General JEB Stuart’s headquarters at Middleburg with the information he learned.

5. Four days before Christmas, 1864, Mosby and a fellow soldier were caught by “Yankees” having dinner near the village of Atoka in the house of a friend, Ludwell Lake.  Mosby was shot before he could fight, fell to the floor, but somehow still changed out of his colonel’s dress uniform and convinced the Union officer he was just a lieutenant, and was about to die anyway.  So he was left behind.   The “MOST WANTED” of all rebels had just slipped through the Yankees’ hands!    

4.   Mosby and his men captured a Union Army payroll train west of Harpers Ferry in October 1864,   

      and burned it, but not before finding $173,000 (about $19 million today) on the train.  His men  

     divided up the “greenbacks” (money)  but Mosby took none.   Mosby’s men bought a good horse 
     for him instead.   The money was divided up on the lawn of Ebenezer Church in Loudoun County!
3. Mosby truly commanded his men, even though he was small (5’7” and 135 pounds).   They respected him.   He knew how to let them have a good time--in February, 1865, his men gathered for a fox hunt at Upperville!  That was just two months before the end of the Civil War they lost!
2.   In November, 1864, Union troops burned all the mills and barns in western Loudoun County and
took all the horses, cows, and pigs.  This was to punish the people in the area for putting Mosby’s men up in their homes.  Yet not ONE  person tattled on Mosby to tell the Yankees where he was!
1. Mosby and 28 of his men sneaked in to the Union headquarters camp at Fairfax Courthouse early on March 10, 1863, and kidnapped a Union general—General Edward Stoughton --and brought the   prisoner back to Warrenton for breakfast before sending him on to a war prison.  Before leaving the Generals bedroom, Mosby took a coal from the fire and signed his name—“MOSBY”-- on the wall!

