EXTEND your STUDENTS’ LEARNING:
activities to follow Our classroom visits
To follow Mosby, Heritage, and You 
1.  Extending learning beyond the classroom.   Students have received      materials that encourage them to pursue their curiosity about the local area      and its history with their parents—beyond the classroom.  We all know that            true learning goes beyond the classroom and the pesky ever-present SOLs.  
     Is extra credit a possibility if a student tries one of these?    


a.  For further reading by your students--If you have students who would              like to read further about Mosby and his Rangers on their own, we              recommend the short paperback book Mosby and his Rangers by              Susan Provost Beller.   This 1992 young readers’ book is no longer in              print but can be ordered on a print-by-the-volume basis from Final Draft              Books in Purcellville, Virginia.  The cost is $10.00.   You can call (540)              338-8238 to make your order from bookseller Linda Singer.  This nicely              illustrated book is 6th grade reading level, but still a winner for interested              young readers.   We have included an order form for you to give to              students who may wish to order the books on their own.              

       Also available from any bookstore is the novel for young readers Annie              Between the States, which takes place in the Mosby Heritage Area.  It
             sells for $6.95 in paper.  It’s a fantastic local history read by Fairfax author

             Laura Elliott (ISBN-10:  0-06-001213-7).   We think you’ll like it, too!

b. The Scavenger Hunt--Students search for answers to questions at historic               sites throughout your county.   Establish how many of the sites/               questions you want dealt with to get credit.  [Directions to each site are               included with the scavenger hunt brochure.]   If all the sites are visited               and enough answers are correct, the student receives a Mosby Heritage               Area t-shirt (“Got Mosby?  No—Mosby’s Got You!”.   With so many people                 new to Loudoun, this activity gets families thinking and enthusiastic about               their local history and a conversation going about it between parents and               their kids.  You may find the t-shirt is enough incentive, but remind them.

c.  “Virginia Time Travelers” Program—Dozens of historic sites and museums 


      are listed state-wide; if students visit 6 sites, they get a “Time Travelers”                            t-shirt.  Some kids are already on to this before they have you in class;                you can tap in to it.  If you didn’t get passports this year, check out the

               web site—www.timetravelers.org.  It’s another good way to get students

               to learn Virginia history beyond class.  If you want to encourage this with

               extra credit, you can have them show their stamped Time Travelers                passport!   Some teachers also ask for photos or a simple report.

d.  Our Family Lantern-Light Mosby Program—A monthly family program               presented by our all-volunteer (and partly student) Gray Ghost               Interpretive Group, Cavaliers, Courage, and Coffee is a two-hour eerie               lantern-light presentation explores nooks and crannies of the little Civil               War village of Atoka.  Costumed interpreters bring visitors back to 1863-              65 when Loudoun and Fauquier graced the nation’s newspapers daily               with tales of John Singleton Mosby, the “Gray Ghost’, and the many               federal efforts to capture Mosby and his Confederate rangers.  This was               a trying time for both soldiers and civilians.  The free programs begin at               7:30 p.m. at the historic Caleb Rector House, across from the Atoka               Store just off Route 50 four miles west of Middleburg.   Students received               information on these programs.  The latest program dates are posted on               the Mosby Heritage Area web site, www.mosbyheritagearea.org .

2.  Review possibilities.  Try using the worksheet we’ve provided entitled 

     “Mosby and His Impact on Your County” in your classroom.  This is a group work      exercise aimed at getting students to pull together information about this aspect      of the Civil War we don’t always consider.  This ends with an Internet exercise;      you may wish to have some groups start on this part before others to facilitate      adequate computer access.  You have received a copy of this worksheet along      with the program evaluation and a list of relevant Mosby web sites. 
3.  Discussion possibilities.  The stress of our visit is really on four areas, and      you may want to continue to emphasize or discuss one or more of these:


a.  War can be exciting, romantic, even a great adventure, but the cost and 


     impact is devastating both on soldiers and on civilians.   Based on the               Mosby presentation you heard, what are examples of the cost to soldiers?                The cost to civilians?

b.  Mosby is a good example of an independent sort of man who made some-                thing of himself by his creative thinking.  His independence, willingness to              take risks, and his originality made many hate and fear him, but made              him a hero to others.  How do you and your students judge Mosby?  You              can use our “Top 10 Issues” regarding Mosby for a class discussion.


c.  The landscape so well known to the Civil War soldier remained constant    


     for many years.  Recently, it is changing so much and at such a rapid   


     rate that an historical resource is being obliterated.  Are we as citizens
             responsible for taking steps to treasure and preserve “hallowed ground”?


     Looking at the flyer “Student Heritage Steward :  Be One in the  Mosby   


     Heritage Area”, are there things our class could do to make a positive

             difference?   Encourage students to discuss the flyer with their parents.    
To follow 250 Years:  Best Stories of Loudoun’s Past
1.  Extending learning beyond the classroom.   Students have received      materials that encourage them to pursue their curiosity about the local area      and its history with their parents—beyond the classroom.  We all know that            true learning goes beyond the classroom and the pesky ever-present SOLs.  

     Is extra credit a possibility if a student tries one of these?    


a. The Scavenger Hunt--Students search for answers to questions at historic               sites throughout your county.   Establish how many of the sites/               questions you want dealt with to get credit.  [Directions to each site are               included with the scavenger hunt brochure.]   If all the sites are visited               and enough answers are correct, the student receives a Mosby Heritage               Area t-shirt.   With so many people new to Loudoun, this activity gets               families thinking and enthusiastic about their local history and a               conversation going about it between parents and their kids.  You may find               the t-shirt is enough incentive, but remind them.

b..  “Virginia Time Travelers” Program—Dozens of historic sites and museums 


      are listed state-wide; if students visit 6 sites, they get a “Time Travelers”                            t-shirt.  Some kids are already on to this before they have you in class;                you can tap in to it.  If you didn’t get passports this year, check out the

               web site—www.timetravelers.org.  It’s another good way to get students

               to learn Virginia history beyond class.  If you want to encourage this with

               extra credit, you can have them show their stamped Time Travelers                passport!   Some teachers also ask for photos or a simple report.
   
c.   Family Lantern-Light Mosby Programs—A monthly family program               presented by costumed volunteers of the Mosby Heritage Area, Cavaliers,               Courage, and Coffee is a two-hour eerie lantern-light presentation               explores nooks and crannies of the little Civil War village of Atoka.                Costumed interpreters bring visitors back to 1863-65 when Loudoun and               Fauquier graced the nation’s newspapers daily with tales of John Singleton               Mosby, the “Gray Ghost’, and the many federal efforts to capture Mosby               and his Confederate rangers.  This was a trying time for both soldiers and               civilians, but hearing of it helps students to understand the Civil War in               Loudoun.  The free programs begin at 8:00 p.m. at the historic Caleb               Rector House, across from the Atoka Store just off Route 50 four miles                     west of Middleburg.   Students received information on these programs.                The latest program dates are posted on the Mosby Heritage Area web site,               www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

d.  Special weekend programs at historic Morven Park—Programs explore              Loudoun during the Civil War; Loudoun’s only Governor and his times


     (Westmoreland Davis, who served during World War I and the 1920s),

             and other topics of Loudoun history.  These living history programs feature

             characters of the time telling their stories  Check out the Historic Morven              Park web site, www.morvenpark.org for the latest programs.  These              programs run from April through November.  Morven Park is in Leesburg. 

e.  Special Programs at the Loudoun Museum—check out the museum’s web               site, www.loudounmuseum.org.  The Loudoun Museum is in Leesburg.


f.  Other sites with special Loudoun History Programs for younger students—           -Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum, Sterling—www.loudounfarmmuseum.org

   -Historic 1807 Aldie Mill in Aldie, Route 50—www.aldiemill.org
2.  Review possibilities.   Based on the stories you heard told in class, how has

     Loudoun been in the past?   Try to brainstorm a class list of adjectives or      adjective phrases that describe Loudoun through most of its past.   If the

     opportunity presents itself, you might want to talk about why it was this way.
3.  Discussion possibilities.  The stress of our visit is really on four areas, and      you may want to continue to emphasize or discuss one or more of these:


a.  Loudoun has changed greatly in the last 50 years, both physically and in              terms of the make-up and size of its population.  In 1960, just after the              200th anniversary in 1957, Loudoun’s population of 23,000 or so residents              was nearly what it had been during the 100th anniversary (1860 census—             21,774 residents).  In the last 50 years, we have grown ten-fold.  What do              you think Loudoun will be like during the next big anniversary, our 300th

     birthday, in 2057?   Come up with a class-brainstormed list that                            describes us at that future date.   

d.  The rural landscape of Loudoun County remained constant for many years.                Recently, it is changing so much and at such a rapid rate that this               historical landscape and resource is being obliterated.  Are we as citizens

             responsible for taking steps to treasure and preserve “hallowed ground”?


     Looking at the flyer “Student Heritage Steward :  Be One in the  Mosby   


     Heritage Area”, are there things our class could do to make a positive

             difference?   Encourage students to discuss the flyer with their parents.


To follow A Loudoun Slavery Odyssey
1.  Explore the story and the sites brought to you in “A Loudoun Slavery      Odyssey” out in the field with the Mosby Heritage Area’s Loudoun      Heritage Scavenger Hunt.  Students search for answers to questions at      historic sites throughout the county.  Students see relevant sites for African-          American history including slave graves, plantations, Underground Railroad      “safe houses,” a Freedman’s Bureau site, and churches and schools built by       or for the freedmen after the Civil War.  Directions to each site are included 
     with the scavenger hunt brochure.   If at least two of the Loudoun scavenger      hunts are completed correctly, the student receives a Mosby Heritage Area t-     shirt.   With so many people new to Loudoun, this activity gets families thinking      and enthusiastic about their local history and a conversation going about it      between parents and kids.  You may find the t-shirt is enough incentive, but to      remind them helps.  When a student sees a real place on the Underground      Railroad or kneels and touches an American slave’s grave, something      very intimate and exciting happens!   The teacher may also wish to visit      these sites.  [Hint:  Take your hubby, kids, or boyfriend/girlfriend and a picnic      along to explore these back road/back street sites of old Loudoun!]

2.  Use other historic site exploratory programs to discover African-     American history in Northern Virginia.

a.  “Virginia Time Travelers” Program—Dozens of historic sites and museums 

      are listed state-wide; if students visit 6 sites, they get a “Time Travelers”                            t-shirt.  If you didn’t get passports this year, check out their web site--

               www.timetravelers.org.  It’s another good way to get students to learn

               Virginia history beyond class.  If you want to encourage this with

               extra credit, you can indicate which sites you would most like them to                visit, then have them show their stamped Time Travelers passport and

               maybe a photo or journal entry to you.   There are some incredible                African-American historical sites that tie in beautifully to the “Loudoun                Slavery Odyssey” program. 


b.  Walking Tours of African American History--Encourage students to go on a               walking tour that focuses on Loudoun’s African-American History.                Booklets with tours are available from the Waterford Foundation (540-              882-3018) to tour historic Waterford, once home to a very heavy African-              American population, and the Thomas Balch Library for Leesburg (703-              737-7195).   
3.  Have students go to a program at an historical site dealing with African-

     American history, the Civil War, or other aspects of local history      affecting Loudoun’s black population.
   
a.   Family Lantern-Light Mosby Programs—A monthly family program               presented by costumed volunteers of the Mosby Heritage Area, Cavaliers,               Courage, and Coffee is a two-hour eerie lantern-light presentation               explores nooks and crannies of the little Civil War village of Atoka.                Costumed interpreters bring visitors back to 1863-65 when Loudoun and               Fauquier graced the nation’s newspapers daily with tales of John Singleton               Mosby, the “Gray Ghost’, and the many federal efforts to capture Mosby               and his Confederate rangers.  This was a trying time for both soldiers and               civilians, but hearing of it helps students to understand the Civil War in               Loudoun.  The free programs begin at 8:00 p.m. at the historic Caleb               Rector House, across from the Atoka Store just off Route 50 four miles                     west of Middleburg.   Students received information on these programs.                The latest program dates are posted on the Mosby Heritage Area web site,               www.mosbyheritagearea.org.

b.  Special weekend programs at historic Morven Park—Programs explore              Loudoun during the Civil War; Loudoun’s only Governor and his times


     (Westmoreland Davis, who served during World War I and the 1920s),

             and other topics of Loudoun history.  These living history programs feature

             characters of the time telling their stories  Check out the Historic Morven              Park web site, www.morvenpark.org for the latest programs.  These              programs run from April through November.  Morven Park is in Leesburg. 

c.  Special Programs at the Loudoun Museum—check out the museum’s web               site, www.loudounmuseum.org.  The Loudoun Museum is in Leesburg.


d.  Other sites with special Loudoun History Programs for younger students or             relevant to “A Loudoun Slavery Odyssey”—           


   -Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum, Sterling—www.loudounfarmmuseum.org

    -Historic 1807 Aldie Mill in Aldie, Route 50—www.aldiemill.org


    -Oatlands Plantation on Route 15 south of Leesburg—www.oatlands.org

4.  Have students do a web search to learn of the African-American      experience in Loudoun--Have students investigate the excellent web site for      African-American history sponsored by the Friends of Balch Library (Thomas      Balch Library is the history and genealogical library for Loudoun County’s past,      operated by the Town of Leesburg).  There are phenomenal and lively      documents, there’s a time line of Loudoun African-American history, and famous      Loudoun African-Americans are highlighted.  The web address for you to check      out is:   www.balchfriends.org/Glimpse/index .    Another useful web address looks

     at Loudoun history overall, and includes a significant amount of African-     American history.  It is penned and maintained by Loudoun historian Eugene      Scheel.  This second web site’s address is:   www.loudounhistory.org
    
