
What Can I  do to preserve 

the mosby heritage area?
1. Go for a ride.  Sunday afternoons and summer evenings with your family, get to know what’s beyond your immediate area.  Yes, explore!   What scenic and historic treasures grace the back roads and scenic byways of Loudoun, Fauquier, western Prince Williams, Clarke, and Warren?   In order to care about this region, you have to know what there is to care about—and what’s happening to it.   You’ll find some very special places to enjoy and show off!  The Mosby Heritage Area Association has both taped tours and driving tour brochures, and local areas often have both walking and driving tours available.  Visit our web site for downloadable Mosby Heritage Area auto tours and scavenger hunts—www.mosbyheritagearea.org
2. Explore your county’s heritage with children.   Visit the historic and natural sites in your county!   Feeling and understanding the past of your county starts to give you and your family a sense of place, of being a part of something that’s been going for a long time.  Try out a Loudoun, Clarke, or Fauquier scavenger hunt from our web site!  The Mosby Heritage Area Association also produces circuit auto tours that sample the history and scenery of the heritage area, taped Civil War tours, a book of Loudoun walks, and historic district guides.   All of these can be great fun for your family—bring a picnic!   

    3.  Find out what happened close to your home!   If you are new to the area, this may          take a visit to the local museum in the county seat, the local library for a talk with the          librarian, or asking neighbors or friends at church or work, or just looking around for          historical markers.  Have you noticed the silver and black state historical markers, or          the buff, blue, and red Virginia Civil War Trails markers?  Share these events with your          children, and help them do an Internet search of that event.  There is nothing “cooler”          to a child than finding that something important or memorable happened right within          walking distance of their house.   When grandparents visit, they’ll want to share it!  
4.  Join a local historical organization, or one devoted to preserving the

natural, historic, or architectural features of your county.   Are you new to this area?  Do you have any idea how starved for members, volunteers, leaders, and board members local organizations in this region are?  This is a wonderful opportunity to get involved, meet new friends, involve your children in their heritage, and make a worthwhile contribution to your community.  A web search or checking with your local chamber of commerce can yield such organizations.  Also, a brief look at the local paper often lists their activities in the calendar of events and provides a telephone number.

     5.  Get yourself educated as to the economic and cultural advantages of historic           preservation in our region.   The Mosby Heritage Area Association has produced a           handsome illustrated booklet for you to look over called Profiting from Preservation.              Consider the economic merits of historic preservation in our region.   Historic           preservation is more than just aesthetics.   It is about our ability to economically

          sustain ourselves with a quality of life worth living.

6.  Monitor the local newspaper for efforts to save or threats to destroy the 

treasured features of your county and community.   It is crucial that citizens stay abreast of such opportunities and threats; a mobilized citizenry saves the “sense of place” of a community.  Speak up when a threat comes! 

7.  Check out some of the “watchdog group” websites that have been 

     established.    Some of them include:



Citizens for Fauquier County—      
www.citizensforfauquier.org


Campaign for Loudoun’s Future—  
www.loudoun’sfuture.org


Loudoun Citizen Alert--


http://lcasweb.loudoun.gov


Piedmont Environmental Council— 
www.pecva.org
8. Speak up and be heard by your local officials, particularly your members 

of the county Board of Supervisors.   Don’t be afraid to call, write, or most easily, e-mail your member of the Board of Supervisors, or your member of the town council.   The five county websites for their Board of Supervisors are listed below.  You will find that e-mail addresses, meeting agendas, and upcoming issues are listed, and many useful links provided.   When key issues come before your Board of Supervisors, attend the meeting, and consider speaking.  An e-mail a few days before the meeting will get you on the agenda.  Check their website!   E-mails to supervisors can also be effective.

Clarke:

www.co.clarke.va.us/board.asp
Fauquier:

www.co.fauquier.va.us/government/departments/bos/
Loudoun:

www.loudoun.gov/government/
Prince William:
www.co.prince-william.va.us/default.aspx?topic=040016
Warren:

www.warrencountyva.net/board_of_supervisors.asp
     9.  Visit the Mosby Heritage Area’s web site—www.mosbyheritagearea.org
          Won’t you consider being a member of the Mosby Heritage Area Association?  It is the

          efforts, attention, and fundraising of this organization that created, educates about, and           advocates for the Mosby Heritage Area.   Membership information is on our web site.

    10. Consider buying an existing house when moving here.  Old Virginia houses

          are part of our built heritage and need someone to love and save them.

          Slightly smaller old Virginia houses have charm and are often cheaper than new ones.

    11. If you have a larger Virginia property in the heritage area, consider putting a

          conservation easement on your property that will save it from further           development, thus saving the viewshed and its traditional nature for future           generations.   The Commonwealth of Virginia offers significant tax incentives to do           this community-centered move.  Two organizations that can be helpful in this realm           are the Land Trust of Virginia (www.landtrustva.org) and the Virginia Outdoors           Foundation (www.virginiaoutdoorsfoundation.org).  Both sponsor easements.

    12. CARE!  Take responsibility!   When you live in an area as special as the Mosby           Heritage Area, you are a STEWARD of a key piece of our nation’s heritage.  It            becomes your responsibility to act, to vote, and to be vigilant such that your children           and the nation’s children inherit the historic and natural resources left to you.    

